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6 in 10 Americans Agree With Democrats: Delay Further Tax Cuts

Dear Democratic Colleague:

Even amid the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, Congressional Republicans pledged last
week to move forward with large tax cuts and spending cuts to vital programs under
reconciliation instructions in the budget resolution. While they have delayed the deadline for
these cuts by a few weeks, Republicans remain committed to a budgetary blueprint that cuts taxes
for the most fortunate, cuts programs helping the most vulnerable, and adds $35 billion to the

deficit.

Congressional Democrats have urged our Republican colleagues to suspend indefinitely
the spending and revenue measures required by reconciliation. On September 13, the
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Washington Post reported the results of an ABC News/Washington Post poll in which 59 percent
of respondents agreed with Democrats that the additional tax cuts called for under reconciliation
should be put off.

Our nation is now facing three years of record deficits with ongoing costly military
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, and with the cost to the federal budget of the response to
Hurricane Katrina yet to be determined. In light of these fiscal challenges, it is no surprise that
an overwhelming majority of Americans agree with Democrats that we should not rush to enact
tax cuts for the well-off that worsen the burgeoning deficit.

If you have any questions about reconciliation or the budget, please don’t hesitate to call
me or the House Budget Committee’s Democratic staff.

Sincerely,

S S ply]

John M. Spratt, Jr.
Ranking Democratic Member
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